
 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

The musical Annie takes place during the Great Depression, a period 

of economic turmoil which lasted from 

1929 to 1939. During this time of great 

struggles, the stock market crashed, 

and millions of people lost their life 

savings when banks closed their doors 

after running out of money. 

At one point during the Great 

Depression, 25% of the American 

workforce became unemployed. 

Families lost their homes. Millions of 

people went hungry because they 

could not pay for food.  

Farmers were hit also hard during this 

era. A lengthy drought and fierce dust 

winds hurt crop production, killing many 

farm animals. This time was known as the 

Dust Bowl. Many farmers lost their farms.  

In 1933, Fed up Americans elected a new president, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. He created the New 

Deal, a group of government programs 

designed to help the United State bounce 

back from the economic crisis. Under 

FDR’s solid leadership, America eventually 

recovered from the Great Depression. By 1929, millions of 

Americans had returned to work, and farmers had rebuilt their farm 

structures. 
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